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Ascension Day 2026, 7:00pm
Pt St Clement’s Parish Church, Sandwich
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STEVEN ARTHUR ARKLESS

I am being confirmed to say “yes” to my faith in Jesus and to grow
stronger in following him within the life of the Church. It also
prepares me for being commissioned as an Anna Friend, as I begin
a ministry with older people, offering friendship, kindness, and a

listening presence that reflects God’s love.

ROSEMARY CHAPMAN

I believe that today, through confirmation my personal relationship
with Christ will be strengthened. I publicly renew my baptismal

promises, strengthened by the Holy Spirit.

John 14:6 Jesus said: “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes
to the Father except through me” I accept and trust in God to be my
guide, in the coming days, led by the Holy Spirit, through our risen
Lord. I acknowledge my membership within the Church, always
aiming to be a disciple of Christ.

RACHEL COLLINS

Faith has always been an important part of my life. God’s love has
supported and guided me through challenging times, and has been
present in the most joyful moments. I have worshipped in St.Clements
my whole life. This wonderful church is central to my faith, and it
brings me great joy that my confirmation will take place here.

OLIVER JAMES ERASMUS

I am excited to be confirmed, as I mark this significant milestone in
my Christian journey, and to publicly announce my devotion to Jesus,
and my intention to follow the guidance of the Bible throughout my
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life. Being confirmed also gives me eternal hope, knowing that I will
always have Jesus’ light and the Holy Spirit to guide me.

CHASTA DAWN KIRKALDIE

I now know I am ready to be Confirmed because my faith has grown
into something I truly believe in. I was baptised as a baby, but only now
do I truly understand the meaning of that gift and what it calls me to.
With a deeper awareness and an open heart, I choose Confirmation
for myself as an adult. I hope to continue my journey of faith each

day, living with trust, love, and the guidance of our Lord.

JEMIMA PARKER

Jesus made me realise that hiding in my mistakes and sorrow would
only bring me down. So instead he brought me to the light. I put my
faith in him now and for ever just like he loves me now and will do

for ever.

HERMIONE PORTER

I only recently joined Saint Clements and was baptised with my
brother and sister. Sometimes when I tell my friends about the Church
I say the thing I love most is being part of a new community, it’s really
a family with the same Father God.

ISABELLA PORTER

I was recently baptised as an adult alongside my brother and sister, it
was the beginning of a new relationship with Church and my faith.
Holy Week had a new dimension to it this year, I feel it’s all really
about love with no boundaries and no limits.




9 All are welcome at our acts of worship, regardless of
background or faith. If it is your custom, you are invited to
receive Holy Communion, or otherwise please bring this
booklet up with you to receive a blessing. If you would
like Holy Communion brought to you in your
pew, or require a gluten free wafer, please speak
to a regular member of the congregation before
the service.

Y Throughout this booklet references to standing, sitting,
and kneeling are all optional, and if you are unable to stand,

or would prefer to remain sitting, please feel free.

INTROIT HYMN

9 We stand to sing hymn number 130 (omit * verses)

THE GREETING

Bishop Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
All Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Bishop Alleluia! Christ is risen!
All He is risen indeed, alleluia!

Bishop Peace be with you.
All and also with you.

Bishop Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, for forty days we have
been celebrating with joyful hearts the resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ, his bursting from the tomb and his defeat
of the power of sin and death. He appeared to his disciples
many times and told them about the kingdom of God.




All

Today we recall how he left this earth and returned to his
Father, ascending into heaven to take his throne over all
dominions and powers. Trusting in his reign over all creation,
and submitting to his kingly yet loving rule, we will hear the
story of his parting. Trusting in his boundless mercy, and his
presence among us now, let us first call to mind and confess

our sins.
9 All kneel or sit

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,
wehavesinnedagainstyouandagainstourneighbour
in thought and word and deed,

through negligence, through weakness,

through our own deliberate fault.

We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

who died for us,

forgive us all that is past

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life
to the glory of your name.

Amen.

Bishop Almighty God,

All

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you,

pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness
and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.




THE GLORIA
ﬂ All stand

Choir  Glory to God, glory in the highest, peace to his
people, peace on earth.

All Glory to God, glory in the highest, peace to his
people, peace on earth.

Choir  Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and
Father.

All Glory to God, glory in the highest, peace to his
people, peace on earth.

Choir ~ We worship you,

All glory in the highest,

Choir  give you thanks,

All glory in the highest,

Choir  praise you for your glory.

All Glory to God, glory in the highest, peace to his
people, peace on earth.

Choir  Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord
God, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us,

All have mercy on us.

Choir  You are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer,

All receive our prayer.

Choir  Glory to God, glory in the highest, peace to his

people, peace on earth.




All Glory to God, glory in the highest, peace to his
people, peace on earth.

Choir  For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are
the Lord, You alone are the most High, Jesus Christ, With
the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, the glory of God the
Father.

All Glory to God, glory in the highest, peace to his
people, peace on earth.

Choir  Amen.

All Amen.

Words: Trad Music: Peter Jones

THE COLLECT

Bishop Let us pray.

Grant, we pray, almighty God,

that as we believe your only-begotten Son
our Lord Jesus Christ

to have ascended into the heavens,

so we in heart and mind may also ascend
and with him continually dwell;

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

All Amen.

9 All sit




THE ASCENSION READING

All
8

While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave
Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father.
‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; for John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy
Spirit not many days from now. So when they had come
together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you
will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, ‘It is not for
you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by
his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
carth. When he had said this, as they were watching, he was
lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was
going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two
men in white robes stood by them.They said, ‘Men of Galilee,
why do you stand looking up towards heaven?This Jesus, who
has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the
same way as you saw him go into heaven.”We are witnesses to
all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him
to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the
third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but
to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and
drank with him after he rose from the dead. He commanded
us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

He is risen indeed, alleluia!




THE GOSPEL

9 The Choir sing ‘Alleluia’, and a sentence of scripture. All
join in the repeat of ‘Alleluia’.

MinisterThe Lord be with you

All

and also with you.

MinisterHear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke.

All

Glory to you, O Lord.

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to
you while I was still with you—that everything written about
me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must
be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the
scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day,
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed
in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are
witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you
what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you

have been clothed with power from on high.’

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his
hands, he blessed them. While he was blessing them, he
withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And
they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great

joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God.

MinisterThis is the Gospel of the Lord

All

Praise to you, O Lord.




THE SERMON

HymMmN

9 We stand to sing hymn number 137

19 During the final verse candidates come forward

THE LITURGY OF INITIATION
9 The Bishop addresses the Baptism candidate

Bishop Do you wish to be baptised?

Catechumen Ido.

9 The Bishop addresses the Confirmation candidates
who are already baptised.

Bishop Have you been baptised in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit?

Confirmands [ have.

Bishop Are you ready with your own mouth and from your own heart
to affirm your faith in Jesus Christ?
Candidates [ am.

9 The Bishop addresses the congregation.

Bishop Faith is the gift of God to his people. In baptism the Lord is
adding to our number those whom he is calling. People of
God, will you welcome these candidates and uphold them in
their life in Christ?

All With the help of God, we will.
10




THE DECISION

Bishop In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his
marvellous light. To follow Christ means dying to

sin and rising to new life with him. Therefore 1 ask:

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God?
Candidates I reject them.

Bishop Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil?

Candidates I renounce them.

Bishop Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and
neighbour?
Candidates I repent of them.

Bishop Do you turn to Christ as Saviour?
Candidates I turn to Christ.

Bishop Do you submit to Christ as Lord?
Candidates [ submit to Christ.

Bishop Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life?
Candidates I come to Christ.

9 The Bishop signs the forehead of the catechumen
Bishop Christ claims you for his own. Receive the sign of his cross.

Bishop Do not be ashamed to confess the faith of Christ crucified.
All Fight valiantly as a disciple of Christ against sin, the
world and the devil, and remain faithful to Christ to

the end of your life.

11




Bishop May almighty God deliver you from the powers of darkness,
restore in you the image of his glory, and lead you in the light
and obedience of Christ.

9 As the Bishop and candidates move to the font, all stand

to sing:

Holy Spirit, come, confirm us

in the truth that Christ makes known;
We have faith and understanding
through your helping gifts alone.

Holy Spirit, come, console us,

come as advocate to plead;

Loving Spirit stand beside us,

grant in Christ the help we need. NEH 140

PRAYER OVER THE W ATER

Bishop Praise God who made heaven and earth.
All Who keeps his promise forever.

Bishop Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All Itis right to give thanks and praise.

Bishop Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ
was baptised in the river Jordan,
we thank you for the gift of water
to cleanse us and revive us.
We thank you that through the waters of the Red Sea
you led your people out of slavery

. to freedom in the Promised Land.




All

We thank you that through the deep waters of death
you brought your Son,

and raised him to life in triumph.

Bless this water, that your servants who are washed in it
may be made one with Christ in his death and in his
resurrection,

to be cleansed and delivered from all sin.

Send your Holy Spirit upon them,

bring them to new birth in the household of faith

and raise them with Christ to full and eternal life;

for all might, majesty, authority and power are yours,
now and for ever.

Amen.

THE PROFESSION OF FAITH

Bishop Brothers and sisters, I ask you all to join with these candidates

All

All

in professing the faith of the Church.

Do you believe and trust in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe and trust in God the Son?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

13




All

Bishop

All

14

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.

N, I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

9 The Bishop sprinkles the other candidates and then

the congregation with water from the font as we sing:

Holy Spirit, come, renew us,

come yourself to make us live;

Make us holy through your presence,
holy through the gifts you give.

Holy Spirit, come, fulfill us,

you the love of Three in One;

Bring our lives to full completion

through your work in us begun. NEH 140




Bishop Almighty God,
we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith
with all who have been baptized into your name.
Keep us faithful to our baptism,
and so make us ready for that day
when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son,

our Saviour Jesus Christ.

CONFIRMATION

9 The congregation sits.

Bishop Our help is in the name of the Lord.
All Who has made heaven and earth.

Bishop Blessed be the name of the Lord.
All Now and forever. Amen.

9 The Bishop extends her hands towards those to be

contirmed and says

Bishop Almighty and ever-living God,

you have given these your servants new birth

in baptism by water and the Spirit,

and have forgiven them all their sins.

Let your Holy Spirit rest upon them:

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding;

the Spirit of counsel and inward strength;

the Spirit of knowledge and true godliness;

and let their delight be in the fear of the Lord.
All Amen.
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9 As each candidate comes forward the Bishop addresses them

by name and anoints them with holy oil
Bishop N, God has called you by name and made you his own.
9 She then lays her hand on the head of each, saying

Bishop Confirm, O Lord, your servant with your Holy Spirit.
All Amen.

9 Once all have been confirmed, they turn to face the
congregation and the Bishop invites the congregation to

pray for them

All Defend, O Lord, these your servants with your
heavenly grace, that they may continue yours for
ever,and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and
more until they come to your everlasting kingdom.
Amen.

9 The newly confirmed turn back to face the Bishop. All stand.

THE PEACE

Bishop The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said,
‘Peace be with you. Then were they glad when they saw the
Lord. Alleluia.

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
All And also with you.

' We offer one another a sign of peace, which may be a smile,

a nod, or whatever feels appropriate.

16




OFFERTORY HYMN

Y Hymn number 271 is sung

During this hymn, the altar is prepared
g Y prep

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

Bishop O God, whose Only Begotten Son, our High Priest, is seated
ever-living at your right hand to intercede for us, grant that
we may approach with confidence the throne of grace and
there obtain your mercy. Through Christ our Lord.

All Amen.

Bishop The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.

Bishop Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

Bishop Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All Itis right to give thanks and praise.

Bishop It is indeed right and good,
our duty and our joy,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ the King of glory.
Born of a woman,

he came to the rescue of our human race.

17




Dying for us,

he trampled death and conquered sin.
By the glory of his resurrection

he opened the way to life eternal

and by his ascension,

gave us the sure hope

that where he is we may also be.

Therefore the universe resounds with Easter joy

and with choirs of angels we sing for ever to your praise:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Words: Trad. Music: Dom Gregory Murray

18

9 All kneel or sit

All glory be to you, our heavenly Father,
who, in your tender mercy,
gave your only Son our Saviour Jesus Christ

to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption;

who made there by his one oblation

of himself once offered

a full, perfect and sufficient sacrifice,

oblation and satisfaction for the sins of the whole world;
he instituted, and in his holy gospel

commanded us to continue,

a perpetual memory of his precious death

until he comes again.




Hear us, merciful Father, we humbly pray,

and grant that, by the power of your Holy Spirit,

we receiving these gifts of your creation,

this bread and this wine,

according to your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s

holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion,

may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood;

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,
took bread and gave you thanks;

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper

he took the cup and gave you thanks;

he gave it to them, saying:

Drink this, all of you;

this is my blood of the new covenant,

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of me.

Therefore, Lord and heavenly Father,

in remembrance of the precious death and passion,
the mighty resurrection and glorious ascension

of your dear Son Jesus Christ,

we offer you through him this our sacrifice

of praise and thanksgiving.

Grant that by his merits and death,
and through faith in his blood,
we and all your Church may receive forgiveness of our sins

and all other benefits of his passion.
19




Although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins,
to offer you any sacrifice,
yet we pray that you will accept this
the duty and service that we owe.
Do not weigh our merits, but pardon our offences,
and fill us all who share in this holy communion
with your grace and heavenly blessing;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
by whom, and with whom, and in whom,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,
for ever and ever.
All Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.

20




THE AgNus DEI

Jesus, lamb of God, have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us peace.

Hory CoMMUNION

Bishop I'heard the voice of a great multitude crying, Alleluia. The
Lord our God has entered into his kingdom.

All Blessed are those who are called to the supper of the
Lamb. Alleluia.

' The altar party and Choir receive Holy Communion,
then the congregation will be invited to come forward one

row at a time.

9 Ifitis your custom you are welcome to recieve
Holy Communion. Alternatively, members of the
congregation can stay in their pews, or any are welcome
to receieve a blessing from the priest, please come
forward when directed and hold this booklet in your
hands - the priest will bless you.

9 The Choir sing an anthem.

21




THE PosT-CoMMUNION PRAYER

Rector

All

22

Let us pray.

9 All stand

God our Father,

you have raised our humanity in Christ

and have fed us with the bread of heaven:
mercifully grant that,

nourished with such spiritual blessings,

we may set our hearts in the heavenly places;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Almighty God,

we thank you for feeding us

with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies
to be a living sacrifice.

Send us out in the power of your Spirit

to live and work to your praise and glory.

Amen.




PRAYER TO THE HoOLY SPIRIT

Rector A reading from the Acts of the Apostles:

Bishop
All

Bishop
All

Bishop
All

Bishop
All

Bishop
All

Bishop
All

Bishop
All

Then the disciples returned to Jerusalem from the mount
called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey
away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room
upstairs where they were staying. They were constantly
devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women,

including Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers.

9 All kneel or sit

As we wait in silence,

make us ready for your coming Spirit.

As we listen to your word,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.

As we worship you in majesty,
make us ready for your Coming Spirit.

As we long for your refreshing,

make us ready for your coming Spirit.

As we long for your renewing,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.

As we long for your equipping,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.

As we long for your empowering,
make us ready for your coming Spirit.

23




HymMmN

9§ The congregation remain kneeling or sitting to sing hymn
138, unaccompanied plainchant. The first verse is sung
solo. During this hymn those who have been Confirmed
come forward to recieve a candle, lit from the pascal
candle.

THE GIVING OF A LIGHTED CANDLE
ﬂ All stand

Bishop God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness and has

given us a place with the saints in light.

You have received the light of Christ;

walk in this light all the days of your life.
All Shine as a light in the world

to the glory of God the Father.

9 The candidates return to their pews.

THE BLESSING

Bishop The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.

Bishop Blessed be the name of the Lord.
All Both now and forever.

Bishop Our help is in the name of the Lord.
2@1] Who has made heaven and earth.




Bishop
All
Bishop
All
Bishop
All
Bishop

All

God the Father, who has given to his Son the name above
every name, strengthen you to proclaim Christ Jesus as Lord.

Amen.

God the Son, who is our great high priest passed into the
heavens, plead for you at the right hand of the Father.
Amen.

God the Holy Spirit, who pours out his abundant gifts
upon the Church, make youfaithful servants of Christ our King.

Amen.

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.
Amen.

Rector Go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia!

All

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

9 Once the Choir and Clergy have departed, please sit. The organ

voluntary is part of our act of worship, please remain quiet.

A RETIRING COLLECTION WILL BE TAKEN FOR THE
BisHoP’s JUSTICE APPEAL (SEE OVERLEAF). To
DONATE TOWARDS ViaA BACS USE THESE DETAILLS,

OR scaN THE QR cODE:

Name: PCC Saxowich Parisu
Account NUMBER: 02762982
SorT CoDE: 30-93-34
REererRENCE: CAROLSERVICE

25




'The collection today will be for the Bishop’s
Justice Appeal. The Canterbury Diocese is
unique in our work alongside refugees and

asylum seekers, helping exiled people in need
on both sides of the Channel, in Kent and

Northern France. The Bishop’s Justice Appeal
supports the work of the Anglican Refugee

Team in Northern France, in collaboration

with United Society Partners in Gospel
(USPG) and the Diocese of Europe. Through
the dedicated and compassionate work of
their team, volunteers and partners, they help
those who have been forced to leave homes,
families, and livelihoods, offering a ministry
of welcome, shelter, food, hospitality, and
safety. You can donate through the service
collection or by using the QR code at the

back of the order of service.

Your gift today brings hope, help and
healing. Thank you for your generosity.
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Discover
St Clement’s

The ancient Parish Church Discover the history of

St Clement’s with two
of Sandwich %?i exciting, free events

QSANDWICH o this May. Everyone iS

St Clement’s o .
Parish Church invited:

'The publication of a
new, 60-page full
colour guidebook

Launch party Saturday 9th
May 4:00pm at Spellbound
in Sandwich bookshop

The launch of a free
d} audio tour of the
Church, available

in-person and online,

recorded by members
of the congregation
and community -
including a full-cast
re-enactment of St
Thomas Becket’s

J 1,600 Eeérs of
history & faith

landing in Sandwich

Enjoy the audio tour over
the Churchs speakers, with
a glass of something
refreshing, Saturday 16th
May 4:00pm in St
Clement’s

ntry dai

www.stclementsandwich.org.uk






